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Austin woman receives Governor’s Criminal Justice Volunteer Service Award 
 
(AUSTIN) – Judith Dullnig was presented the Governor’s 2013 Criminal Justice Volunteer Service 
Award today in recognition of her dedication to helping offenders incarcerated within the Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice.  
 
The award was presented by Texas Board of Criminal Justice Vice Chairman Tom Mechler and Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ) Executive Director Brad Livingston during a ceremony held in 
Austin. Dullnig is one of 20 recipients from across Texas recognized for their efforts to help state 
offenders and those who are on parole or probation.  
 
“Each of this year’s award recipients personify a selfless dedication to helping offenders succeed both 
while incarcerated, and once they’re released,” said Livingston. 
 

Dullnig, an approved volunteer for more than nine years, facilitates the Women’s Storybook Project of 
Texas at six female units in cooperation with the Windham School District (WSD).  The program allows 
incarcerated mothers to share a recording of themselves and a book with their child.  The mother reads the 
book as though she is reading to the child and is allowed to write a personal note inside the cover of the 
book.  The tape and book are then mailed to the child.  This program allows incarcerated moms to bond or 
keep an established bond with their child or children while in prison.    
 
Dullnig’s Award is names the WSD Judy Burd Award in memory of Judy Burd, an educational volunteer 
coordinator and lifelong educator.  Dullnig is one of thousands of concerned volunteers who donate many 
hours of their personal time every year with the goal of changing the lives of convicted offenders, and 
aiding and comforting their victims. Annually, approximately 18,000 volunteers make 163,000 visits to 
criminal justice facilities and work with offenders who are on supervision, donating over 526,000 hours 
of service. 
 


